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Friday, July 2, 2010
God Is For Us

Romans 8:28-39

· How do we know Romans 8:28 is true? The answer is grounded in truth, which Paul will explain in vs. 29-30

8:28- “and we know that all things work together for good…”

e.g.  Chinese Fable—A Loss May Turn Out to Be a Gain

Long ago, near the frontier lived an old man. He was poor, but he did own a beautiful white horse. Even though everyone urged him to sell the horse and live off the proceeds, he refused. 

One day he found his horse missing. It was said that the horse was seen running outside the border of the country. The neighbors came to comfort him and also chastise him for the unfortunate loss. But the old man was unexpectedly calm and said, “How do you know this was a bad thing? It may actually be good.”
One night the old man heard some noise of horses and got up to see. To his surprise, he saw another beautiful horse as well as his own. It was clear that his horse had brought a companion home. Hearing the news, the neighbors all came to say congratulations on his good luck. At the greetings, however, the old man was very calm and thoughtful. He added, “It is true that I got a new horse for nothing, but how do you know this is a good thing? It may turn out to be bad.” 
What he said was true... the son of the old man was very fond of the horse brought home, and one day, when he was riding the horse, he fell down from the horseback and terribly hurt in his left leg. Since then he was never able to walk freely. Again his family and friends came to console the old man because of his son’s misfortune. “Your only son has broken his legs, and now in your old age you have no one to help you,” they told him. “Now you are poorer than ever.” The old man said, “How do you know this is bad. It may end up being good.”
One year later, the northern tribes started a big invasion of the border regions. All able-bodied young men took up arms and fought against the invaders, and as a result, around the border nine out of ten men died. 

However, this man’s son did not join in the fighting because he was crippled and so both the boy and his father survived. 

NOTE:  with the Lord, and with those who love Him, there is always the perfect ending
8:29- “foreknew” 

[SLIDE]
proginosko- to know beforehand

“predestined” 

[SLIDE]
proorizo- to limit in advance, i.e. (fig.) predetermine:—determine before, ordain, predestinate.

-those whom He “foreknew” (proginosko- to know beforehand), He “predestined” (determined beforehand) to be conformed to the image of His Son

[SLIDE]
“What did he predestinate of them? Not that they should love God. Not that they should believe; nor that some should be saved and others damned; but that those who he saw beforehand would love God, should be conformed to the image of his Son. The only thing predestinated, or foreordained, is that those who love God as revealed in Christ shall become Christ-like in life, and like Christ in eternity. This is the only decree in the passage.” (PNT)
NOTE: DOUBLE predestination isn’t taught in the Bible!

[SLIDES]
“Human logic and the desire for systematic conclusions and neat, packaged answers lead to hard solutions about freedom and destiny. 

“Questions which lead to this development were: If God is sovereign, how can humans be free? If God knows about everything in advance, does that mean that He forces things to be the way they are? Does not God give grace to those who are to be saved and withhold it from those who are not? If God decreed that some are to be saved, does this not mean He has predestined others to be damned? 

“The problem with these later questions is that they go beyond Scripture in their desire to figure everything out. They ignore large portions of Scripture and Christian experience which assume human choice and the integrity of human freedom. In the last analysis, the way in which God’s guidance of His creation interfaces with human freedom is unknown to us.” (Hendricks, William L., Director of Graduate Studies, Professor of Christian Theology, and Director of the Center for Religion and the Arts, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY)

8:30- “called”
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 kaleo- summoned by God to salvation (Ryrie)

Matthew 9:13 “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
Matthew 22:3 “...and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come.”
“justified”
dikaioo (from dikaios, righteousness, just, etc.)
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Romans 3:24 ...being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus...

Luke 18:14 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
“glorified” 

[SLIDE]
doxazo-  to render (or esteem) glorious, glorify, honor, magnify

John 17:5 “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”
Zechariah 3:3-5 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was standing before the Angel. Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.” And I said, “Let them put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of the LORD stood by.

· In this next passage, there are seven questions asked... leading to the expression of five great truths
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Conclusion:  Nothing Can Separate Us From God’s Love! (8:31-39)
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8:31- “What then shall we say to these things?” — FIRST QUESTION
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“Who can be against us?” — SECOND QUESTION

-having said what he's said, it's interesting to me to see how Paul summarizes the previous incredible passage... “God is for us!”

-God is NOT like Santa Claus... making a list, checking it twice!
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GREAT TRUTH #1:  God is for us
…for some (unfortunately), this is a constant question… is God for me?

e.g. “He loves me, He loves me not”

e.g. not long ago, I was thinking about my present struggles with myself… and I got to thinking about my days as a coach… I loved my players, and I really, really, really wanted them to do well… I think my favorite age group was Jr. High kids, because so many of them were given no real chance to go on and succeed at a higher level—it gave me great pleasure to see them play in high school; well, the Lord is more supportive of me than I was with my players
[SLIDE]
8:32- “He who did not spare His own Son...” — THIRD QUESTION
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GREAT TRUTH #2:  He will freely give us all we need; there are no limits to His generosity

· Answering the fear of abandonment

· Answering the fear of destitution

· Answering the problems of inadequacy
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8:33- “Who shall bring a charge against God's elect?” — FOURTH QUESTION
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GREAT TRUTH #3:  we are righteous, justified by God Himself — no indictments against us can “stick”

-He loves us, warts and all

-He will defend us against anything and anyone who would charge us with anything

“If God justifies, that answers all” — Matthew Henry
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8:34- “Who is he who condemns” — FIFTH QUESTION
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GREAT TRUTH #4: Christ loves us and is praying for us
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Hebrews 7:24-25 But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

NOTE:  Our own hearts often condemn us; we are too quick to condemn one another; the world condemns us; the god of this world condemns us: — but neither Father, Son, nor Spirit, will ever condemn us; not the Father, for he justifies; nor the Son, for He died and was raised for us… had that not happened, we would still be in our sins; but since He was raised, we are free. Now He is in heaven at the Father’s right hand, sitting because His work was finished and heaven is now completely ready for us, because He made it ready for us.

“We have such a Friend at the right hand of God; all power is given to Him” — Matthew Henry
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8:35- “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” — SIXTH QUESTION
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“Shall tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, or sword?” — SEVENTH QUESTION
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GREAT TRUTH #5: We cannot be separated from God's love (combination of questions six and seven)

“tribulation” (comes to use because of His love)

“distress” (“He gives power to the faint”)

“persecution” (evidence that we are Christ’s, since the world hates Him and those that belong to Him)

“famine, nakedness” (some of the most joy-filled Christians I’ve ever met had very little)

“peril, or sword”

“Troubles neither cause nor show any abatement of his love. Whatever believers may be separated from—enough remains. None can take Christ from the believer: none can take the believer from Him; and that is enough.”  — Matthew Henry
