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The Spirit’s Ministry to the Believer
Romans 8:14-27
I. INTRODUCTION
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The Ministry of the Holy Spirit in Romans 8
· The Spirit gives us life and freedom from the body of sin (8:1-14)

· The Spirit grants us assurance of our sonship (8:15-16)

· The Spirit provides hope for our future adoption/redemption (8:17-25)

· The Spirit helps us in our weaknesses (8:26-30)
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From Pastor Jon Courson
· Our past… No Condemnation (8:1-17)

· Our future… No Separation (8:31-39)

· Our present… No Consternation (8:18-30) 
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The Spirit Grants Us Assurance Of Our Sonship (8:14-17)
8:15- “the spirit of bondage again to fear”
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“a spirit of slavery leading to fear again” (NASB)

…this was life under the law and without Christ

…perfect love casts out fear
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1 John 4:17-18 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.

e.g. the young child left alone in the dark

“adoption” 

[SLIDE—Spirit of Adoption]
…huiothesia- the placing as an {adult} son

-with full rights and privileges, with the need to grow in maturity

…contrast with teknon (children, offspring) vs. huios (mature, adult sons)

“Abba” 
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Mark 14:36 And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.”
8:16- “bears witness with our spirit”
…via the Word, via our love (the testimony of a changed life), via the direct assurance of the Spirit Himself
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8:17- “if indeed we suffer with Him” 
…physical suffering because of persecution; emotional suffering due to separation; suffering due to life's uncertainties (no place to lay His head); emotional suffering due to mocking, rejection, etc.

[SLIDE—Suffering…Scriptural Support]
Matthew 16:24-25  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”

Philippians 1:29  For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake...

Philippians 3:10 …that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death…

1 Peter 2:20-21 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer for it, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps... 
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The Futility and Frustration of Living In a Fallen World (8:18-22)
8:18- “I consider”
8:20- “creation subjected to futility”
…the frustration and futility of living in a fallen world… thing break, they wear out; we get older and wiser at the same time that we begin to lose our hearing, taste, and eyesight
e.g.  the brutality in the animal world… Charles Darwin saw this as evidence of natural selection, of the concept of the survival of the fittest; the Bible says that it is evidence of a fallen creation
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The Pain and Pressure of Living with Fallen Bodies (8:23-25)
8:24- “we are saved in this hope”
e.g. In his book Dare to Believe, Dan Baumann illustrates the unique experience of knowing that something is ours, yet longing to enjoy it more fully. He explained that at Christmas time he would always do a lot of snooping, trying to find the gift-wrapped presents and figure out what was in them. One year he discovered a package with his name on it that was easy to identify. There was no way to disguise the golf clubs inside. Baumann then made this observation: “When Mom wasn’t around, I would go and feel the package, shake it, and pretend that I was on the golf course. The point is, I was already enjoying the pleasures of a future event; namely, the unveiling. It had my name on it. I knew what it was. But only Christmas would reveal it in its fullness.”
e.g. the experiments with mice
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The Spirit Helps Us In Our Weaknesses (8:26-27)
