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The Believer and His Relationship to Sin
Romans 6:1-23
I. INTRODUCTION
…Jesus Christ, the last Adam, succeeded where the first Adam failed; He lived a life wholly obedient to His Father, and did not succumb to the temptations of the devil 

…chapter 5 ends with grace abounding wherever sin abounds… so the logical question to ask is the one of chapter 6:1!

NOTE:  if the gospel of grace is properly preached, this question will be asked

II. BODY
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Section One (the believer’s relationship to sin)
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We Died to Sin

6:2- “we died to sin”
…sin is an invisible, cosmic impersonal power or force

…our relationship to sin radically changed when we were regenerated
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2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
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“Not able to sin”
“Not able not to sin”

“Able not to sin”

NOTE:  we are able not to sin
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We Were Baptized Into Christ (6.1-11)
6:3- “baptized into Christ”
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…”baptized” simply means to dip, as in the dyeing of a garment, or the drawing of water by dipping one vessel into another (Vine’s)... to make whelmed
-we were crucified, buried, and raised with Christ
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6:6- “our old man”
…the man of old (Briscoe); all I was in Adam; the pre-regenerate life

“body of sin”
…the only unredeemed part of our persons
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“done away with”
katargeo- rendered useless or powerless

6:7- “freed from sin”
…literally, justified from sin; sin has no legal right to be master over us

NOTE: to allow sin to dominate my life is to allow an illegal act or series of acts. It has no right to do so, and I should be angry about that

6:11- “reckon”
“consider” 
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“Count it to be True”

“count yourselves to be truly dead to sin” (Modern King James Version)

“consider yourselves dead to sin’s power” (God’s Word)

“you too must continually consider yourselves dead as far as sin is concerned” (International Standard Version)

“you must think of yourselves as dead to the power of sin” (Contemporary English Version)
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We Are Not to Let Sin Reign in Our Lives

6:12- “do not let sin reign”
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Genesis 4:6-7 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
6:13- “do not present… present”

-plan, premeditate

e.g.  our hands have caused us trouble

“Take my hands and let them be consecrated Lord to Thee”
e.g. our feet have caused us trouble (my feet have carried me into a lot of mischief)

“Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee...”

e.g.  our tongues have caused us trouble

“Take my lips and let them be filled with messages for Thee”

“know, reckon, present”
…the three verbs (action words) in this passage

6:14- “shall not have dominion over you”
Matthew Henry...  “Sin may struggle in a real believer, and create him a great deal of trouble, but it shall not have dominion; it may vex him, but it shall not rule over him.”
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Section Two (Why We Must Not Continue in Sin as Believers- Romans 6:15-23)
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Consequences of Our Choices
1. Slavery… to one reality or the other

NOTE: the unbeliever must live as a slave of righteousness; the believer has been freed and has a choice

2. Either we are:

…slaves of sin

…experiencing the results of death

…free from righteousness

…ashamed

e.g.  An unknown drug addict lost in the dream world of heroine wrote the following: “King Heroine is my shepherd, I shall always want. He maketh me lie down in the gutters.  He leadeth me beside the troubled water. He destroyeth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths of wickedness for the effort’s sake. Yea, I shall walk through the valley of poverty. I will fear all evil for thou, Heroine, art with me.  Thy needle and capsule try to comfort me. Thou strippest the table of groceries in the presence of my family. Thou robbest my head of reason, my cup of sorrow runneth over. Surely heroine addiction shall stalk me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the damned for ever.”

James 1:13-15 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death.

(OR)
…slaves of obedience

…slaves of righteousness, holiness

…confident (not ashamed)

…experiencing life (rather than death)
