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Implications of Justification by Faith

Romans 5:1-21
[SLIDE]
“Justification is the act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead.”
[SLIDE]

  ACT- not a process


  ACT of GOD- God does this, not man


  DECLARES- a legal decision, a final word

[SLIDE]
OUTLINE 
Peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ 5:1-11
The gospel of Christ overwhelms the effects of Adam’s fall 5:12-21
[SLIDE]
PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST (5:1-11)

[SLIDE]
RECOICE IN THE HOPE OF THE GLORY OF GOD (5:1-2)  
5:1- “peace with God”
-peace “of” God vs. peace “with” God

-formerly, a state of war existed…
[SLIDE]
John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”

-no more war, no more conflict, He is not our enemy, He is for us and not against us (yet so often we believe He has something against us… we live as if the war is still going on)

[SLIDES]
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e.g.  The War is Over… Please Come Out  (NOTE: September 2, 1945

Japan surrender aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Harbor. Officially ends the war in the Pacific and WWII.)

 (http://history1900s.about.com/library/weekly/aa120700a.htm)

-Japanese Soldier Surrenders 29 Years After the End of World War II. In 1944, Lt. Hiroo Onoda was sent by the Japanese army to the remote Philippine island of Lubang (SW of Luzon). His mission was to conduct guerrilla warfare during World War II. Unfortunately, he was never officially told the war had ended; so for 29 years, Onoda continued to live in the jungle, ready for when his country would again need his services and information. Eating coconuts and bananas and deftly evading searching parties he believed were enemy scouts. He finally believed the war was over on March 19, 1974. 

Onoda first saw a leaflet that claimed the war was over in October 1945… “The war ended on August 15. Come down from the mountains!” — but they believed it was an enemy trick.  

In 1974, a college dropout named Norio Suzuki decided to travel to the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Burma, Nepal, and perhaps a few other countries on his way. He told his friends that he was going to search for Lt. Onoda, a panda, and the Abominable Snowman. Where so many others had failed, Suzuki succeeded. He found Lt. Onoda and tried to convince him that the war was over. Onoda explained that he would only surrender if his commander ordered him to do so. 

Suzuki traveled back to Japan and found Onoda’s former commander, Major Taniguchi, who had become a bookseller. On March 9, 1974, Suzuki and Taniguchi met Onoda at a pre-appointed place and Major Taniguchi read the orders that stated all combat activity was to be ceased. Onoda was shocked and, at first, disbelieving. It took some time for the news to sink in.
“We really lost the war! How could they have been so sloppy? Suddenly everything went black. A storm raged inside me. I felt like a fool for having been so tense and cautious on the way here. Worse than that, what had I been doing for all these years?
“Gradually the storm subsided, and for the first time I really understood: my thirty years as a guerrilla fighter for the Japanese army were abruptly finished. This was the end. 

“I pulled back the bolt on my rifle and unloaded the bullets…

“I eased off the pack that I always carried with me and laid the gun on top of it. Would I really have no more use for this rifle that I had polished and cared for like a baby all these years? Had the war really ended thirty years ago?”
[SLIDE]
Rejoice In Our Tribulations (5:3-5) 

5:2- “grace in which we stand”
-a state of favor

-this is how the Lord sees us, how He deals with us

Psalms 30:5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.

“glory in tribulations”
-BECAUSE we are justified! BECAUSE we know that God is not mad at us! BECAUSE we know our troubles are not His wrath poured out upon us! BECAUSE we know that they do us good, having come from the hand of our Heavenly Father!

e.g.  Clare Booth wrote, “There are no hopeless situations; there are only men who have grown hopeless about them.”
[SLIDE]
Rejoice In God (5:4-11) 
5:11- “reconciliation”
[SLIDE]
καταλλαγὴν- the idea of reconciliation… translated atonement by KJV translators… which has the meaning of at-one-ment
[SLIDE]
RECONCILIATION…

-presupposes mutual alienation… 

-because of our sin, we separated ourselves; 

-because God is Holy, He was separated from us

-originated with God (He made the first move)

-includes a change of relationship (from enemy to son/daughter, to friendship)

-this change of relationship is due to Christ’s work upon the cross, and not upon the change in our behavior
[SLIDE]
THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST OVERWHELMS THE EFFECTS OF ADAM’S FALL (5:12-21)  

…when God made the heavens and the earth, He created a man—made in His own image—a perfect man—created to be the head of the human race which would follow him

…his name? Adam. Mankind. Humankind. Humanity.
Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

Genesis 2:15-17 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
NOTE:  v. 14 states clearly that Adam is a “type” of Christ; also referred to in 1 Corinthians 15:45 ”And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  

…therefore there are two men which have shaped the entire history of our planet… one in a negative way, the other in a very powerful and good way. They affect all, without exception.

[SLIDE] 
Similarities between Adam and Christ  

1. Both were formed directly by God.

2. They resemble each other in the perfection of their nature.

-Adam, innocent
-Christ, sinless
3. Adam was the father of mankind, Jesus Christ is called the first-born of many brethren (Romans 8:30).

4. They resemble each other in the union appointed by God.

-Adam with Eve; Christ with His church

[SLIDE]
Contrasts between Adam and Christ 

1. The first Adam was earthly, the last Adam is heavenly.

2. The first Adam polluted human nature; the last Adam restores our nature.

3. Adam in rebellion was proud, unbelieving, fearful, discontented, and rebellious; the last Adam is humble, submissive to His Father, obedient, and faithful.

4. The first Adam brought sin and death upon his species; the second Adam brought salvation and life.

5. By the first Adam paradise was lost; by the last Adam paradise was regained.

6. By the first Adam all men were brought beneath the curse; by the death of the last Adam, redemption was provided from that curse.

[SLIDE]
Four Results of Adam’s Fall 

Sin entered the world. (5:12)

-all kinds of results… sins, sickness, sadness, sorrows

Death passed on all men. (5:12-14)

-people continued to die from Adam to Moses… even when there was no law—yet they continued to die… WHY? 

-because of Adam’s sin

e.g.  back in June of 2003 I got a speeding ticket on I-5 coming back from the Pastor’s Conference. Signs were posted, the law was clear… so sin was “imputed” to me… I deserved it, because I broke the law

-what if I-5 was like the German Autobahn? No set speed limit? What if I was pulled over then, and received a ticket anyway? How could my “sin” of going 81 miles per hour be held over me? You see, sin is not imputed when there is no law…

-yet, even though there was no law, people died from the time of Adam to Moses… why? Because of Adam’s sin! His sin affected all of us.

-in other words, death reigned not because of what they did, but because of what they were… sinners in Adam!
Condemnation came upon all. (5:12-14)

-ALL are guilty because of Adam

“IN ADAM'S FALL, WE FELL ALL”

All were made sinners. (5:19)

NOTE: we were not sinners because we sinned; we sinned because we were sinners!

[SLIDE]
e.g. Minnesota Crime Commission: 
“Every baby starts life as a little savage. He is completely selfish and self-centered. He wants what he wants when he wants it — his bottle, his mother's attention, his playmate's toy, his uncle's watch. Deny him these wants, and he seethes with rage and aggressiveness, which would be murderous, were he not so helpless. He is dirty. He has no morals, no knowledge, no skills. This means that all children, not just certain children, are born delinquent. If permitted to continue in the self-centered world of his infancy, given free reign to his impulsive actions to satisfy his wants, every child would grow up a criminal, a thief, a killer, a rapist.” 

Conclusion

…every person is either in Christ, or in Adam

VITAL NOTE: no one is ultimately condemned for being in Adam, but for remaining in Adam; condemned not for being a sinner, but for refusing to believe
…this is why the most important prepositional phrase in the Bible for believers is the phrase in Christ (see Our Position in Christ)
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