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What Is Justifying Faith?
Romans 4:9-25
(BY WAY OF REVIEW)
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Four Great Truths  
· Justification

· Redemption

· Propitiation

· God: Just And Justifier
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The Means Of Obtaining Them  
· Freely

· Grace

· Faith In Jesus
[SLIDE]
“Justification is the act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner to be righteous on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead.”
 [SLIDE]
OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: ABRAHAM AND DAVID (4:1-8)
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ABRAHAM (4:1-3) 
1. He was justified BEFORE he did any of his the works he is known for (circumcision, Isaac).

2. He was justified while uncircumcised (making him the father of faith for Jews AND Gentiles).

3. He was justified via a promise, not via a law (by keeping or observing the rules).
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DAVID (4:6-8) 
1. His lawless deeds were forgiven (sins of commission).

2. His sins were covered (sins of omission).
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JUSTIFYING FAITH IS AVAILABLE TO BOTH JEW AND GENTILE (4:9-12)

4:9- “upon the circumcised only?”
…explain circumcision

4:11- “sign… seal”
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Genesis 17:1-8—(God’s covenant with Abraham and his descendents)

“…I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” 

“…My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations.”

“I will make you exceedingly fruitful…”

“…and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.”

“And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants… an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you.”

“Also I give to you and your descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger…”
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“sign… seal”
Genesis 17:9-11 And God said to Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male child among you shall be circumcised; and you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you.”
…this is the primary meaning of circumcision for the Jews: it was a sign and a seal of the covenant and of their faith in God’s promise
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JUSTIFYING FAITH DEMONSTRATED IN THE LIFE OF ABRAHAM (4:13-25)

FOUR CHARACTERISTICS OF JUSTIFYING FAITH
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This Faith Is Apart From the Law (4:13-16)

4:13- “promise… {not} through the law”
-this gift of righteousness was given long before the law was ever given (430 years previously… Galatians 3:23-29)
4:14- “faith is made void”
NOTE:  of no value
e.g.  Any athletes out there? Please demonstrate this for us, if you please… stand right where you are, jump up, and touch the ceiling. If you do that, I promise I will give you $1,000. Any volunteers? 

No volunteers? Why? Because, you say to me, “Bill, your promise is worthless! You’re asking something that no one can do. No one can jump up and touch that ceiling. Your promise is worthless.” Even though I really mean it, it has no value to you because you cannot do it. 

NOTE:  the law requires something that he cannot do… it commands us to love. It commands that we love God with all our heart and strength and mind, and our neighbor as ourselves. That is all the Ten Commandments demand… that we act in love all the time, without fail. 

-therefore, the promise of life that comes with the law is useless

4:15- “where there is no law there is no transgression”

-the law points out sin... where there is no law, sin is not defined… and wrong doesn’t seem wrong 
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This Faith Is In the Power of God to Save (4:17-18)

4:17- “God, who gives life to the dead…”
-HE is the one who does these things, and is capable… it’s not according to our capabilities, but according to His capability (refer to Genesis 1:1)

“in hope believed”
e.g.  Faith is the key that opens the door to heaven. You know, you could have a key ring with a lot of keys on it, like this (use actual key ring as object lesson if you have one); they will look somewhat alike. But I’ll tell you this. If you go to the front door of my house, you could try all of these keys except the right one, and they would not open that door. The right key to heaven is called faith, saving faith. That is what will open the door to heaven. There is nothing else in the world that will open that door. What is it? FAITH. (D. James Kennedy)
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This Faith Does Not Consider Our Own Deficiencies (4:19-22)

4:19- “he did not consider his own body… and the deadness of Sarah’s womb”

-Abraham knew how old he was! And he certainly knew that Sarah was post-menopausal 

-even though he and Sarah were incapable of producing a child, Abraham’s faith did not weaken!

NOTE:  even though we are weak, even though we experience failure from time to time, even though the pull of the world and sin is strong within us, we must grow strong in faith!  

e.g. strong faith in a weak bridge, weak faith in a strong bridge

4:20- “giving glory to God”
-this kind of faith gives glory to God!
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The Faith of Abraham Is Exactly Like Our Faith in Christ (4:23-25)

NOTE:  we can have righteousness too... be a friend of God, accepted before him, with worth and value in his sight — not just once as we begin our Christian lives, but every day, taking it fresh from His hand. 

“You are forgiven of your sins, restored, every day afresh and anew — a thousand times a day if you need it.” (Stedman)

4:25- “raised because of our justification”
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST:

1. Made His work complete.

2. Was proof that his work was accepted by the Father. 

3. Is the basis of our hope to be saved.
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OTHER EXAMPLES OF JUSTIFYING FAITH:

John 3:13-16

James 2:14-26

