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God’s Gracious Solution to Man’s Sinfulness: Justification by Faith
Romans 3:21-4:8
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Outline of the Overall Section
· The heathen or practical atheist 1:18-32
· The moralist 2:1-16
· The religious man (the religious Jew) 2:17-3:8
· All have sinned 3:9-20 
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Definitions
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The Sinfulness of All Mankind: the Religionist (2:17-3:20)
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Description of the Religious Jew (2:17-20)

· Rests in the law

· Makes his boast in God

· Knows God’s will

· Approves excellent things (having learned them from the law)

· Is confident in his role as a spiritual guide to the blind, a light to those in darkness
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Indictment of the Religionist (2:21-24)
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 “But is this (too many hypocrites) a valid excuse? Even if it were true that all Christians are hypocrites, that would not invalidate the truth of Christianity. Christians are not perfect people, but they have been forgiven by the One who is perfect. Christianity stands or falls on the perfection of Jesus Christ, not on the perfection of His followers.” (www.billholdridge.com/FAQ.html) 
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QUOTE: “Don’t stay away from church because there are so many hypocrites. There’s always room for one more.”  ~ Arthur R. Adams (B. 1861) ~
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Hypocrisy Among Believers?

· The misunderstanding goes like this:

1. I am a Christian.
2. I know how a Christian should live.
3. I don’t always live that way.
4. Therefore, I am a hypocrite.

· A hypocrite can be best defined as a play actor who wears a mask. Someone who intentionally pretends to be someone or something that they aren’t. THAT is a hypocrite.

(Pastor Bill Walden of Cornerstone Ministries, Napa)
[SLIDE]
The Value of Religious Practices (2:25-29)
· They have to be true.

· They have to be a response to grace, and not viewed as the cause of grace.

· They have to be authentic, coming out of the life of a genuine believer (i.e., one who keeps the law).
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The Advantage of the Jew (3:1-4)
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False Charges Against Paul’s Preaching (3:5-8)
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All Have Sinned (3:9-18)
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The Purpose of the Law (3:19-20)
· To shut our mouths
· To make everyone guilty
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God’s Gracious Remedy: Justification by Faith (3:21-4:8)
…Righteousness apart from the law 3:21-31

…Old Testament examples of justification by faith: Abraham and David 4:1-8
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Four Great Truths  
· Justification

· Redemption

· Propitiation

· God: Just And Justifier
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The Means Of Obtaining Them  
· Freely

· Grace

· Faith In Jesus
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How These Truths Become Real To Us
· By The Spirit

1 Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.
3:21- “apart from the law”
“witnessed by the law and the prophets”
-the entire O.T. speaks of God’s righteousness… what did it require? Perfection.

-is there a righteousness apart from law in the O.T.? Yes.

…Genesis (Abraham)

…Exodus (Passover)

…Leviticus (the Day of Atonement, the bull, the scapegoat)

-is this spoken of in the prophets? YES! (see the following)
[SLIDE—Being Witnessed by the Law and the Prophets]
Jeremiah 23:6 In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now this is His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

3:22- “through faith in Jesus Christ”
…God will count as righteous each and every person who places their entire confidence in Jesus Christ

3:23- “for all have sinned” (the heathen, the moralist, the religious person)
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e.g. ladder example

-Charles Manson (below first rung)

-Al Capone (at foot of ladder)

-Mick Jagger (half way up to first rung)

-Bill Holdridge (he made it to the first rung)

-Billy Graham (all the way to the third rung?)

-Mother Teresa (to the fourth rung)

-JESUS CHRIST (not even ON the ladder!)

e.g. jumping from the Newport Beach pier to the Huntington Beach pier

3:24- “justified”
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NOTE: righteousness; (dikaiosune), just & righteous (dikaios) and justifier (dikaiou) all come from dike, name of the Greek goddess of justice (Wuest) — HENCE, it's a legal term

“justified” 

-just as if I’d never sinned

[SLIDE]
“Justification is the act of God whereby He declares the believing sinner to be righteous on the basis of the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross, and His resurrection from the dead.”
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ACT- not a process


ACT of GOD- God does this, not man


DECLARES- a legal decision, a final word

“freely” — either without cost or gratuitously 

“through the redemption” — language of the slave market

NOTE: justification was not without a price… the redemption
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…comes from the word lutron, a common word referring to the purchase money paid to free slaves… “deliverance by paying a price”
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John 8:32-34 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” They answered Him, “We are Abraham's descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.”

…for one to be delivered from slavery, a lutron had to be paid

…for one to be delivered from the kind of slave we were, the lutron had to be the blood of Christ

NOTE: the purpose of Christ’s 1st coming
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Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
-the price paid?
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1 Peter 1:18-19  …knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.
1 Corinthians 6:20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

“propitiation” 
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-in LXX, the mercy seat; hilasterion—(hilasmos) 

John 4:10  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

NOTE: this is not the appeasing of some angry deity

“because in His forbearance” 
NOTE: he death of Jesus Christ goes backward in its effect, as well as forward

3:26- “just and justifier”
-the judge is the One who acquitted us and gave us a right and perfect position in the eyes of the court
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3:27-31- Justification by Faith: Several Conclusions
A. It eliminates boasting (NOTE: works encourage boasting).
B. This is apart from the deeds of the law (which means He can grant these things to Gentiles as well as to Jews).
C. Faith establishes, not nullifies, the law. 
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OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH: ABRAHAM AND DAVID (4:1-8)
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ABRAHAM (4:1-3) 
1. He was justified BEFORE he did any of his the works he is known for (circumcision, Isaac).

2. He was justified while uncircumcised (making him the father of faith for Jews AND Gentiles).

3. He was justified via a promise, not via a law (by keeping or observing the rules).
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DAVID (4:6-8) 
1. His lawless deeds were forgiven (sins of commission).

2. His sins were covered (sins of omission).

